Animals in Research and Teaching

Oklahoma State University has many basic and applied research programs focused on animal
and human health. The Center for Veterinary Health Sciences has research and teaching
programs aimed at training competent, confident, practice-ready veterinarians and improving
the health and well-being of animals and humans, and these programs involve the use of
animals. We are committed to ethical and responsible animal use and have an animal care and
use program that provides a humane and compliant environment for all animals involved in
research, teaching, and testing activities.

We take the responsibility associated with these activities very seriously. Animal and human
well-being depends on the many advances that have been made in the prevention and
treatment of disease. These advances are based on scientific evidence about the causes of
disease, how disease affects the body, and drugs, medical devices, and surgical procedures
that cure disease. New threats from emerging and re-emerging diseases appear on a
continuing basis. The tools for prevention and treatment of disease are based on knowledge
from a variety of scientific and clinical disciplines in animal and human biology and medicine
and from experimentation with both animal and human subjects.
Animal based research has played a critical role in virtually every major medical advance of the
last century – for both human and animal health. Since 1979 , every Nobel Prize in Medicine
awarded, with one exception, was dependent on data from animal models.
From antibiotics to blood transfusions, dialysis to organ-transplantation, vaccinations to
chemotherapy, bypass surgery to joint replacement, practically every present day protocol for
the prevention, treatment, cure, and control of disease, pain, and suffering has at its core
knowledge attained through research that included work with animals.
“Virtually every medical achievement of the last century has depended directly or
indirectly on research with animals”
—U.S. Public Health Service
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Animal Use at OSU
Oklahoma State University (OSU) has an animal care and use program that provides a humane
and compliant environment for all animals involved in research, teaching, and testing activities.
All research, teaching, and testing activities involving live, vertebrate animals must be approved
by the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) .

News from the Center for Veterinary Health Sciences
Links to current CVHS news stories and publications
Press Resources

Federal Laws and Guidelines
Numerous laws, policies, and regulations govern the use of animals in research, teaching, and
testing. The federal government has provided guidance in many areas. Links to these important
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documents follow.
-

Animal Welfare Act and Regulations
USDA/APHIS Animal Welfare Publications and Policy
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare (NIH)
Office of Animal Care and Use (NIH)

Oklahoma State University has a broad policy that applies to work involving live, vertebrate
animals. Use and Maintenance of Laboratory Animals - Policy # 1-0505 (PDF)*

Animal Research Background
-

National Association for Biomedical Research
Foundation for Biomedical Research
Americans for Medical Progress
Understanding Animal Research
Finding Cures
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